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"It appears to me that in the doing of this
impious deed no one has offended more gravely
than the guard of this wretch, from whose negli-
gence so many evils came. If I may say so to
those who hear this letter read, I think it would be
more just that he by whose negligence the accused
man escaped from his bonds should sufEer the same
bonds, than that the fugitive to the protection of
Christ our God and of His saints, should be sent
back from the church into the same bonds. I will
not put this on my own opinion, I am supported
by the word of God who bade * the prophet say to
the king of Israel who had let go out of his hand
the king of Syria, Thus saith the Lord, Because
thou hast let go a man worthy of death, thy life
shall be for his life.

"In. the second place, I take it that the men were
the cause of the tumult who came armed in larger
number than was necessary from Orleans to Tours ;
especially because the report ran through the popu-
lace that they had come to carry off with violence
a man who had fled to the protection of the Church
of Christ and St. Martin. For all men everywhere
take it ill that their holy ones are dishonoured.
Perhaps, too, the miserable man had called upon
the rustics who came to his dwelling in their cups
to defend the church of St. Martin and not allow
him to be snatched from it.

ee There was a third cause of the tumult. Our
holy father and pontiff [Archbishop Joseph] in-
opportunely, the people being present, entered the
church along with the men who were supposed to

1 1 Kings xs. 42.
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